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Abstract-A study of the postbuckling behavior of geometrically imperfect anisotropic sandwich
doubly-curved and flat panels subjected to a system of compressive edge loads and a lateral pressure
is presented. The study is carried out in the context of the weak core sandwich shell model whose
superior structural performance as compared to those of the strong core sandwich or standard
laminated structures has resulted in its increased use in the design of advanced flight vehicles. A
detailed investigation of the influence played by a number of kinematical and physical parameters
as well as by the character of tangential boundary conditions on the load carrying capacity of
sandwich structures is performed and pertinent conclusions are outlined. © 1998 Elsevier Science
Ltd, All rights reserved,
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the distance between the global mid-surface and the mid-surface of facings
stiffness quantities associated with the facings and their inverted counterparts, respectively
stiffness quantities associated with the facings
2-D permutation symbol
3-D strain tensor
in-plane Young's moduli
transverse shear moduli of the core
thickness of the facings, that of the core and the total thickness of the structure, respectively
Gaussian curvature of the global mid-surface
length and width of the flat/curved panel
stress couples and stress resultants measures [eqns (16) and (17)]
transverse shear stress resultants associated with the core
dimensionless form of the normal edge loads
qmn' dimensionless counterpart of q",. [eqn (28b)]
transverse load
transverse shear moduli associated with the core
elastic moduli and their modified counterparts, respectively
dimensionless thickness ratio
principal radii of curvature of the global mid-surface
second Piola-Kirchhoff stress tensor
3-D displacement tangential and transversal field
transversal deflection and initial geometric imperfection, respectively
tangential and the thicknesswise coordinate, respectively
dimensionless counterparts of IV",. and W"'.. respectively
end-shortening in the x J direction
2-D tangential displacement measures (eqns 5)
Airy's potential function
2-D strain measures
mrc/L J, nrc/L2
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Superscripts, subscripts and underscoring signs

(.)" (.)", (.) quantities affiliated with the bottom, upper and core layers, respectively
(~) prescribed quantity

(')r 0, quantities associated with the face and core layers, respectively
0,[ 0(')/8x[
OM' (')", derivatives of°with respect to the coordinates normal and tangential to an edge, respectively.

I. INTRODUCTION

A typical laminated structure which, due to its outstanding features, was used in the
aeronautical industry in the past and is of great promise in the design of high-speed and
reusable launch vehicles, is the sandwich-type construction. In its simplest form, the sand­
wich construction can be viewed as a structure composed of two stiff layers (face layers),
separated by a thick mid-layer of low density material (core layer). The considerable
advantages offered by fibrous composite materials over conventional materials and the
need of overcoming the technical challenges involving the design of advanced super­
sonic/hypersonic flight vehicles have prompted an increased use of sandwich structures,
and incorporation in their construction of laminated composites as face sheets.

During the operational life of aerospace vehicles, high temperature and pressure
gradients acting throughout their structure are likely to be experienced. As a result of these
severe environmental conditions, high compressive stresses acting on the edges of the
constituent panels are induced. For this reason, the study of the postbuckling behavior of
sandwich structures under complex loading conditions is a matter of considerable import­
ance in the design of supersonic/hypersonic aircraft. The results of such a study can reveal,
among others, the capacity of sandwich constructions to carry compressive edge loads
beyond buckling bifurcation; to support lateral pressure fields with/without the occurrence
of the snap-through buckling; to infer about the severity of the snapping phenomenon and
on the sensitivity of the load carrying capacity to initial geometric imperfections.

As the most actual and comprehensive survey on the status and achievements in the
field df sandwich constructions reveals, (see Noor et at., 1996), such results are completely
lacking from the specialized literature. One of the goals of the present work is to fill this
gap, by supplying pertinent information on this topic.

A basic ingredient enabling one to accomplish such a study lies on the availability of
a geometrically non-linear theory of sandwich flat and curved panels incorporating the
initial geometric imperfections and accounting for the anisotropy of the face sheets.

A theory of sandwich plates/shells encompassing these features and able to address
such issues was recently developed (see Librescu et at., 1996) and will be used for such a
purpose in this paper. In order to be reasonably self-contained, in the following, the relevant
equations are displayed and emphasized only to the extent that they are needed in our
treatment of the subject.

2. BASIC ASSUMPTIONS

The geometrically non-linear theory of doubly curved sandwich shells used herein is
based on a number of assumptions, namely: (i) the face sheets are constructed of a number
of orthotropic material layers, the axes of orthotropy of the individual plies being not
necessarily coincident with the geometrically axes X a of the structure, (ii) the core material
features orthotropic properties, the axes of orthotropy being parallel to the geometrically
axes X a . Although in the paper by Librescu et at., 1996, the developed theory involves the
cases of weak and strong core sandwich structures, here the analysis is confined to weak
core sandwich structures, (iii) the core and face layers are incompressible in the transverse
normal direction, (iv) although in the paper by Librescu et at. (1996) the theory concerns
the general case of non-symmetric face sheets, herein the case of symmetric faces with
respect to both the global reference surface of the panel and of those of the upper and
bottom facings is considered, (v) the analysis is carried out in the framework of the shallow
shell theory, and finally, (vi) a perfect bonding between the face and core layers is postulated.
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3. KINEMATICS OF SANDWICH PLATES AND SHELLS

The global middle surface of the structure selected to coincide with that of the core
layer, is referred to a curvilinear and orthogonal coordinate system x,(o: = 1,2). The
transverse normal coordinate X 3 is considered positive when measured in the direction of
the downward normal. We also assume that the uniform thickness of the core is 2h while
those of the bottom and upper faces are h' and h", respectively. As a result, H(:= 2h + h' + h")
is the total thickness of the structure. For the sake of identification, unless otherwise noted,
the quantities affiliated with the core will be accompanied by a superposed bar, while those
associated with the lower and upper faces by a single and double primes, respectively,
placed on the right or left of the respective quantity. In the forthcoming developments, in
addition to the global mid-surface of sandwich structure, the mid-surfaces of the upper and
bottom facings will also be considered in the analysis. Their location, measured with respect
to the global mid-surface, is given by a'(:=h+h'/2) and a"(:=h+h"/2).

In view of assumptions (iii) and (iv), the following relationships hold valid

an.d

h' = h" := h, a' = a" := a.

(1 a)

(1 b,c)

In eqn (1a) V3 denotes the transversal deflection considered to be positive in the inward
direction and assumed to be uniform through the entire thickness of the structure. In the
dynamic case, the time-dependence of the field quantities has to be accounted for. Upon
representing the tangential 3-D displacements corresponding to the face and core layers in
a linear form throughout their thickness, discarding transverse shear effects in the face
sheets, taking into account eqn (1a) and enforcing the kinematic continuity conditions at
the interfaces between the core and facings, one obtains their expressions given by:

'" aV3 (x,)
VI (x" x 3) = St(x,)+'lt(x,}-(x3-a)-a­

XI

, aV3(X,) h ~ X3 ~ h+h
V2(X"X3) = ~2(X,)+'l2(X,)-(x3-a)-a-

X2

_ - { h av3 (x,)}
V t(x"x3) = ~1(X,)+(X3/h) 'l1(X,)+2~

_ -{ haV3(X,)}
V2(X"X3) = ~2(X,}+X3/h 'l2(X,) +2~

V3(X"X3) = v3(x,)

" aV3 (X2)
VI (X.,x3) = ~1(X,}-'lI(X")-(x3+a) a

Xl

aV3(Xa) -h-h" ~ X3 ~ Ii.
"V2(X"X3) = ~2(X2)-'l2(X")-(X3+a)-a­

X2

(2a-e)

(3a-e)

(4a-e)

A detailed deduction of eqns (2)-(4) can be found in the paper by Librescu et al. (1996).
In these equations ~t(X['X2)' ~2(X['X2)' 'l1(Xj,X2) and 'l2(X[,X2) stand for the 2-D tangential
displacement measures defined as
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~I = ('V? +"V?)/2, 111 = ('V? -"V?)/2,

~2 = (' V? +" Vg)/2, 112 = (' vg _If Vg)/2, (5a-d)

where 'V~, and" v2 denote the tangential displacements of the points of the mid-surface of
the bottom and upper face sheets, respectively.

In light of eqns (2)-(4) it is readily seen that the 3-D displacement field of sandwich
shells is expressible in tenns of the 2-D displacement measures ~I> ~2' 111> 112 and V3. Assuming
that the structure features also a stress-free initial geometric imperfection V3( == V3(X")) , and
adopting the concept of small strains and moderately small rotations (see Librescu, 1987),
the 3-D Lagrangian strain tensor, eij, produced by a field of finite displacements Vi is given
by

(6)

By convention, the transverse deflection is measured from the imperfect surface, in the
positive, inward direction. In eqn (6) (')illi denotes the covariant derivative with respect to
the metric of the 3-D space. Using the relationships between covariant derivatives of space
and surface tensors, (see Librescu, 1975), from eqns (2)-(6) and consistent with the concept
of shallow shells, the distribution of strain quantities across the laminate thickness assumes
the form:

In the bottom facing: (Ii ::;; X 3 ::;; Ii +h')

(7a-e)

In the core layer: ( - Ii ::;; X 3 ::;; Ii)

(8a--e)

and
In the upper facing: (- Ii - h" ::;; X 3 ::;; - Ii)

(9a-e)

In these equations Cll' C22, cd == YI2/2) and CI3( == YI3/2), C23( == Y23/2) denote the 2-D tangential
and the transverse shear strain measures, respectively. Their expressions in terms of the 2­
D displacement measures are displayed in Appendix 1.

4. EQUATIONS OF EQUILIBRIUM/MOTION AND BOUNDARY CONDITIONS

The Hamilton's variational principle is used to derive the equations of equi­
librium/motion and the boundary conditions of the theory of shallow sandwich shells. This
variational principle may be stated as

I',
l>J = <5 (U - W - T) dt = 0

'0

(10)

where to, t l are two arbitrary instants of time; U denotes the strain energy; W denotes the
work done by surface tractions, transversal, edge loads and body forces; T the kinetic
energy of the 3-D body of the sandwich structure, while <5 denotes the variational operator.
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The variations of the strain energy, of the kinetic energy and of the work are given,
respectively, by

(i,j = 1,2, 3) (11)

where it was considered that (jVi = °at t = to, t b while

Herein, the usual summation convention over a repeated index is employed; Sij denotes
the second Piola-Kirchhoff stress tensor, (J denotes the undeformed mid-surface of the
sandwich shell, the superposed dots denote time derivatives, p denotes the mass density;
Si = Sijl; denote the components of the stress vector prescribed on the part ns of the external
boundary n; ni are the components of the outward unit vector normal to n and Hi denote
the components of the body force vector.

From the variational eqn (10) considered in conjunction with eqns (11)-(13), and with
the strain-displacement relationships (7)-(9) (used as subsidiary conditions), carrying out
the integration with respect to X 3 and integrating by parts wherever feasible, using the
definition of global stress resultants and stress couples (to be defined later), and invoking
the arbitrary and independent character of variations (j~b (j~2' (j1f b (j1f2' and (jV3 throughout
the 3-D body and within the time interval [to, tIl, one derives the equations of equi­
librium/motion and the boundary conditions. By retaining only the transversal load and
transverse inertia term, the equations of motion are:

(j~I: NII,I +NI2 ,2 = 0,

(j~2: N 22 ,2 +NI2 ,1 = 0,

(j1fI: LII,I +L l2 ,2 -N13 = 0,

(j1f2: L 22 ,2 +L l2,I - N 23 = 0,

(jV3: Nil (V3,11 +V3,11 + 1/Rd + 2Nl2 (V 3,12 + V3,12) + N 22 (V3,22 V3,22 + I/R2)

+(MII,II +2MI2 ,l2 + M 22 ,22)(I +h/2h)(NI3 ,1 +N23 ,2) +q3 -mol!'3 = 0,

As concerns the associated boundary conditions, these are:

(14a-e)

L nn = Lnn,

L nt = Ln"

M nn = Mnn,

N nr (V3,1 +V3,t) + N nn (V3,n +V3,n) + Mnn,n,

+ 2Mnl,1 +(1 +h/2(2h))Nn3 = Mnl" -t Nn3 ,

or ~n = in,
or ~t = ~t,

or 1fn = '1.n,

or 1f, = '1."
or V3,n =V_3,"'

or V3 = lb·

(1 5a-f)

In these equations 1/RI and 1/R2 denote the principal curvatures of the global middle
surface in the reference configuration; (L denotes the partial differentiation with respect
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to surface coordinates x., while q3 and mo denote the distributed transversal load and the
reduced mass per unit area of the shell mid-surface repeated. The subscripts nand tin eqns
(15) are used to designate the normal and tangential in-plane directions to an edge, and
hence n = 1 when t = 2, and vice-versa. The terms underscored by a tilde denote prescribed
quantities. As concerns the global stress resultants and stress couples in terms of which
eqns (14) and (15) are expressed, for weak core sandwich structures these reduce to :

LII=h('NII-"Nld, (1~2)

L 12 = h('N 12 -"N I2 ),

MIl = 'MIl +"MIl , (I ~2)

The sign (I ~ 2) indicates that the expressions of the stress resultants and stress couples
not explicitly written can be obtained from the ones associated with this sign upon replacing
subscript I by 2 and vice versa.

Consistent with the concept of shallow shell theory, the stress resultants and stress
couples in the bottom facings are expressed as:

and in the core layer as :

(a, f3 = 1,2) (17)

(18)

The stress resultants and stress couples for the upper facings can be formally obtained from
those defined by eqns (17) by replacing single primes by double primes and a by - a. Herein
N denotes the number of constituent layers in the bottom facings (which, by virtue of the
postulated symmetry is equal with that in the upper facings), while (X3)k and (x3h-1 denote
the distances from the global reference surface (coinciding with that of the core layer) the
upper and bottom interfaces of the kth layer, respectively. It should be recalled that
eqns (14)-(16) corresponding to weak core sandwich structures represent the specialized
counterpart of the more general ones derived in the paper by Librescu et al. (1996).

5. CONSTITUTIVE EQUATIONS

Assuming a symmetric lay-up for the faces and that the material of the constituent
layers feature monoclinic symmetry properties, in the absence of thermal and moisture
effects, the constitutive equations associated with the bottom facings assume the form (see
Librescu et al. (1996» :

'MIl = F'I I K'I I +F;2 K22 +F'I 6Y'12 , (I~2)

'M 12 = F'16K;1 +F'26K22 +F'66i12' (19a-d)

The stiffness quantities in eqns (18) are defined as
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(20a)

(w,p = 1,2,6). (20b)

The expression of stress resultants and stress couples associated with the upper facings can
be obtained formally from eqns (19) and (20) by replacing the single prime by double
primes and a by -a. However, in view of the symmetry with respect to the global mid­
surface, N' = N" and by virtue of the overall symmetry of the structure with respect to the
global mid-surface, one has in addition Q~p = Q:p.

For the core layer considered as an orthotropic body (the axes oforthotropy coinciding
with the geometrical axes), upon postulating that it is capable of carrying only transverse
shear stresses, the pertinent constitutive equations reduce to:

(21a,b)

In eqn (20b) the reduced elastic moduli Q;j are defined as Q;j = Qij- (Q;3Qj3)/Q33, while in
eqns (21) K2 defines the transverse shear correction factor.

6. GOVERNING EQUATIONS

A representation of governing equations most suitable for buckling and postbuckling
studies will be used. This representation can be seen as a generalization for the case of
sandwich shells of that used in the case of shear deformable shallow shell theory (see
Librescu and Chang, 1992; Librescu et a/., 1993), as well as of that for flat sandwich
structures (see Librescu, 1975). For the case considered here the representation is done in
terms of the Airy's potential function <jJ(x[, X2), the transverse displacement V3 and the
displacements measures 1]1 and 1]2'

To this end the equilibrium eqns (l4a, b) are identically fulfilled by expressing the
stress resultants in terms of the Airy's potential function <jJ( == <jJ(xw» as:

(22)

where cop denotes the 2-D permutation symbol. Having in view that with the use of
eqn (22), the two equilibrium equations are eliminated, in order to ensure single valued
displacements, the compatibility equation for the tangential strain measures has to be
fulfilled.

For weak core doubly curved sandwich panels this equation is:

£11.22 +£22,11 -}'12,2 + (2/RdV3,22 + (2/R 2 )V3, II -2V~,12

+2V3, 11 ,V3,22 + 203,11 V3.22 - 4V3, 12 03,22 = 0 (23)

where

Equation (23) can be expressed in terms of the basic functions mentioned above by per­
forming a partial inversion of eqns (19a, b). Having in view these equations considered in
conjunction with eqn (22), the compatibility equation can now be expressed as:
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Af2¢.llll + Afl ¢.2222 - 2Af6¢.1222 -2A f6¢.2111 + (At6 +2Af2)¢,I122 + (2/Rdv3,22

+ (2/R 2)V3,1 I -2V~,12 +2V3,IIV3,22 +2t\IIV3.22 +2V3,lli\22 -4v3,12V3.12 = 0, (24)

By virtue of the structural symmetry of the sandwich panel, in these equations,

whereas the stiffness quantities A:p represent the inverted counterparts of A ap.

On the other hand, the equilibrium equation (l4c-e) expressed in terms of the dis­
placement quantities write:

-(2K2Gdh)(Yl2 +av3,2) = 0, (25b)

¢.22(V3,11 +V3,ll + I/R 1) +¢,II (V3,22 +V3,22 + I/R 2)-2¢,12(V3,12 +V3,12)

- F II V3,1111 - F22 V3,2222 -4FI6 V3,1112 -4F26 V3,1222 - 2(F12 + 2F66 )V3,1122

Equations (24) and (25) constitute the governing equations of the problem. The analysis
will be confined to simply-supported boundary conditions. Since for geometrically non­
linear problems, the bending and stretching problems are coupled, in addition to the
bending boundary conditions, the ones associated with the tangential boundary conditions
have also to be fulfilled. The formulation of the latter ones gives rise to two types of
tangential boundary condition, referred to herein as movable and immovable edge con­
ditions (see e.g. Librescu et al., 1995). These correspond to the case when the motion of the
unloaded edges in the plane tangent to the structure's mid-surface, normal to the respective
edge is either unrestrained or completely restrained, respectively. As a result, we have:

Case (I). Edges XII = const., are loaded in compression and freely movable. In this case,
along these edges the following conditions have to be fulfilled:

Case (II). Edges XII = const. are unloaded and immovable. In this case

~II = 0, Nnr = 0, YlII = 0, YI, = 0, M IIII = 0, V3 = 0.

(26a-f)

(27a-f)

As previously, nand t designate the normal and tangential in-plane directions to an edge,
respectively.

The condition expressing the immovability conditions ~II = °on XII = const. is fulfilled
in an average sense as f~1 fha~lI/axII) dXII dx, = 0. This condition in conjunction with the
expressions of '8 11 and "811 from the Appendix I provides the fictitious edge load !filII
rendering the edges X" = const., immovable. When all edges are immovable, the above
condition has to be applied to both pairs of opposite edges as to determine the pertinent
fictitious edge loads !fll and !f22'

7. POSTBUCKLING ANALYSIS

In order to assess the influence played by a number of non-classical effects, the case of
the cross-ply laminated facings is considered, this implying A 16 = A 26 = °and F l6 = F26 = 0.
The expression of transverse deflection satisfying the boundary condition V3 = °is
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and the transversal load is represented as
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(28a)

(28b)

where I'm = mnjL[, and Iln = nnjL2, L, and L2 being the panel side edge dimensions while
Wmn are the modal amplitudes. Following the results by Seide (1974) and Simitses (1986),
the representation of initial geometric imperfections resulting, for the problem at hand, in
the most critical postbuckling conditions is

(29)

where wmn are the modal amplitudes of the initial geometric imperfection shape. Moreover,
the stress function cP is expressed as (see Librescu, 1975; Librescu and Chang, 1992;
Librescu 1965)

(30)

where, !:fll' !:f22 and !:f12 represent the average compressive and shear edge loads while cPl is
a particular solution of eqn (24). Replacement of eqns (28)-(30) into eqn (24), and solving
the resulting non-homogeneous partial differentiation equation, along the lines described
in the papers by Librescu (1995) and Librescu and Chang (1993), yields the expression of
cP, as:

(31)

where its coefficients are obtained as:

(32)

The constants A" 1'3 are displayed in the Appendix 2.
It can readily be seen that the particular solution cPl satisfies the conditions:

(33a-f)

Equations (33) reveal that as a result of the representation eqn (30), !:fll and !:f22 acquire
the meaning of average in-plane compressive edge loads.

As in the case of eqn (24) by using eqn (28a), the coupled eqns (25a, b) can now be
satisfied by assuming '11(Xj, x2) and '12(X[, X2) in the form

(34a,b)

where the coefficients B, and C, can be expressed as:
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The coefficients BI and (;1 are displayed in the Appendix 2.
Next, I; I (x], xz) and (ix], xz) have to be determined. To this end one uses the equations

-All (v3IR 1) +A12v~,zI2+AI2V3,ZV3,Z -A 12 (v 3IRz) (l ~ 2) (35a)

N lz = -¢.IZ = A 66 1;1.Z +A66 (I.Z +A66 V3.IV3,2 -A66V3,I V3,Z +A66V3,IV3,Z' (35b)

From eqns (25) considered in conjunction with eqns (28) and (31) one can determine (I
and I;z as:

I;I(XI,XZ) = Dixi +D2 sin2,1,mxI +D3 sin2,1,mxI cos2f.1nxz

+ D4COsAmX 1 sin f.1nXz + (D 5 J:!11 +D6 J:!zz)x I (36a)

(2 (x I' XZ) = E 1Xz +Ez sin 2f.1nxz +E3cos 2AuXI sin 2f.1nxz

+ (E4 sin AmX 1 cos f.1Xz) + (E5 J:!11 +E6 J:!zz)xz. (36b)

. -- 2 0 - -.Herem (D;,EJ =(Dh£;)(wmn+2wmnwmn), D4 = D4wmm £4 = £4WmnCt = 1,2,3) where the
expressions of 15;, E;(i = 1,4) and of D 5 , D 6 , £5 and E6 are provided in the Appendix 2,

One of the methods enabling one to get the postbuckling equations in terms of the
modal amplitudes consists of the discretization of eqn (25c) via the Galerkin method (see
e.g. Librescu, 1975; Librescu and Chang, 1992; Librescu et al. 1993). However, a more
inclusive way permitting among others, to compensate the non-fulfilment of certain bound­
ary conditions (namely of non-essential ones) rests on the use of the extended Galerkins'
method (see Fulton, 1961). To this end, replacement of the expressions of ¢, V3' V3' '1], '1z,
(1 and (z into the variational equation, eqn (l 0), and carrying out the indicated integrations,
results in the following nonlinear algebraic equation expressed in terms of the modal
amplitudes ()mn( == wmnlH) as:

(m: I, ,M).
n-l, ,N

(37)

In these equations P t , Pz and P3 are linear, quadratic and cubic polynomials of the unknown
modal amplitudes, Pmn are constants that depend on the material and geometric properties
of the shell, JV 11 and JVZ2 are normalized forms of normal edge loads to be defined
later, Jmn( =- wmnlH) denote the modal imperfection amplitudes while qmn is the normalized
expression of the lateral load amplitudes.

The equilibrium configurations for a given flat or curved panel are determined by
solving the nonlinear algebraic eqns (37) via Newton's method. As a by-product, the values
of A'11 and JV2Z fulfilling the linearized counterpart of eqn (37) corresponding to ()mn i= 0
can be obtained. These correspond to the buckling bifurcation solution, In the following,
a number of numerical illustrations related to the buckling and postbuckling behavior are
displayed.

8. NUMERICAL ILLUSTRATIONS

In order to provide an assessment of the linearized portion of the obtained governing
equations, results on buckling response predicted by the present structural model are
compared with their experimental counterparts (see Karavanov, 1960), obtained for the
case of a circular cylindrical sandwich paneL The experimental data have been obtained
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Table I. Comparisons of theoretical and experimental buckling predictions for a cylindrical sandwich panel with
isotropic facings of duraluminum, v = 0.3, E = 6.96 X 10' kg/cm2 and transversely isotropic core (of penoplast)

h (em)
lY,IL, x 103 kg

Case G (kg/em') (Nil)" Theory Exp % Error

I 0.750 81.3 0.365 9.114 8.2 + 11.4
2 0.750 84 0.373 9.3 7.8 +19.23
3 0.475 150 0.977 10.49 8.9 + 17.865
4 0.200 127 2.726 6.643 6.28 +5.78
5 0.200 566 6.708 16.35 14.6 + 11.99
6 0.225 92 2.023 5.965 5.0 + 19.3
7 0.500 32.6 0.431 5.087 4.4 +15.61
8 0.475 40 0.5 5.369 4.62 + 16.212
9 0.500 141 0.879 10.36 9.25 + 12.00

10 0.700 104 0.468 10.26 8.55 +20.00

for a panel having the geometrical characteristics L, = 60 cm, L 2 = 40 cm, R 2( == R) = 100
cm, h = 0.1 cm.

The theoretical predictions displayed in Table 1 reveal overpredictions of the exper­
imental ones in the range of (5-20%).

Consideration of initial geometric imperfections and of other uncertainties affecting
the test specimens would have eliminated this disparity of results. In fact, the knockdown
factor which is still considered a useful tool for successful shell design (see e.g. Bushnell,
1985; Arbocz, 1997), is used to reduce the theoretical buckling predictions (obtained within
the assumption of the geometrically perfect shell model) to the experimental ones. As the
results reveal, for the present case, such a knockdown factor should be no greater than
20%, whereas in the usual cases this factor may be much larger.

In this light it should be concluded that the two groups of results displayed in Table 1
are less far apart than expected.

As concerns the non-linear response, two types of three-layer sandwich structures are
considered in the numerical illustrations, namely: Type (i) characterized by isotropic facings
and transversely-isotropic core, and Type (ii) in which both the facings and the core are
orthotropic. For these cases, the elastic and geometric parameters are appropriately selected
as:

Type (i):

Type (ii):

Er!Ge = 50; v = 0.3; hlL = 0.002; helL = 0.03

(G 12IE2)f = 0.6; (E2 )r!(G'3)e = 10;

(G I3 /G23 )e = 2.5; hlL = 0.002; helL = 0.03.

In the following, the non-specification of the type of structure implies its belonging to the
Type (i). It should be noticed that in both types of structures, the same thickness charac­
teristics have been considered.

For the problem at hand it is convenient to identify the quantities affiliated with the
face and core layers by associating to these ones the indices f and c, respectively.

The parameters (5')!5d =(rn2/(J..l~F22)(411,.,:f22) and P = iimn(==(qmnrLi)1
(n 2 F22 H) where r( == {h/[y' 3(2he +h)]} 2 defines the thickness ratio. In addition, the quan­
tity ~,( == - (11L,L2)j~1 St2(O~ ,lax]) dx, dX2) defines the end shortening in the Xl-direction.

For the sake of simplicity one considers the case of curved panels featuring a square
projection on a plane, this implying that L, = L 2 == L. In this case, the most conservative
buckling/postbuckling conditions occur for m = n = 1. Consequently, b(==wlI/H) and
bo( == w?, IH) stand for the deflection and imperfection amplitudes obtained at the center of
the panel, x, = X2 = L12. The effects of a lateral pressure on the deflection of doubly curved
panels are depicted in Figs 1-3.

In Fig. 1 the case of a geometrically spherical cape with movable edges is considered
while in Figs 2 and 3 the response to a lateral pressure of doubly-curved panels featuring
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on the pressure-deflection interaction. Movable edges.

movable and immovable edges is displayed. The response behavior as appearing from these
figures reveals a net departure from that featured by the standard laminated structure
counterpart. In contrast to the latter case, in the former one the total absence of the
snapping phenomenon can be remarked. In the case of standard laminated structures, such
a trend is proper to flat panels only.
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The beneficial influence of negative imperfections on the loading carrying capacity of
panels emerges from Fig. 1. Figures 2 and 3 reveal the effects played by the curvature and
edge movabilityjimmovability on the load carrying capacity of panels. The results reveal
that in contrast to the case of panels with all edges movable, the immovability of the edges
provides an increase of their load bearing capacity. In addition, the results reveal that in
the latter case, the load carrying capacity of the panel becomes less sensitive to the change
of the curvature LjR) than in the case of the movable edge panel counterpart. Figure 4
depicts the response of a uniaxial-compressed circular cylindrical panel. In addition to
the case of the geometrically perfect panel, a number of scenarios consisting of various
combinations of the lateral pressure and initial geometric imperfections are considered in
this figure. A sketch of a circular cylindrical sandwich panel is provided in the inset of the
figure.

The results emphasize the equivalent role, from the response standpoint, played by the
initial geometric imperfection and a lateral pressure. The similarity in the response behavior
with a flat laminated composite panel becomes also evident from this figure.

In Figs 5 and 6 the effect of the geometric initial imperfection on the response of a
spherical cap subjected to the uniaxially compression rise is presented. The results emerging
from the graphs reveal that corresponding to 60 = 0.2566, the panel exhibits buckling
bifurcation while, for any 60 -# 0.2566, a monotonous increase of the deflection amplitude
with that of the compressive load is experienced. The absence of the snapping phenomenon,
as well as the similarity, as concerns the postbuckling behavior, with a flat panel becomes
also apparent from these plots. This behavior constitutes a noteworthy departure from that
featured by the standard laminated or homogeneous shell counterpart whose load carrying
capacity is strongly affected by the emergence of the snap-through phenomenon and is
imperfection-sensitive (see e.g. Librescu and Chang, 1992; Librescu et al., 1993).

In Figs 7 and 8 the response of a doubly-curved panel of K ~ 0, subjected to the
uniaxially compression rise is depicted, where K( == Ij(R), R2)) denotes the Gaussian curva­
ture. The results show that for specific values of the principal curvatures (in this case for
LjR2 = 0.5 and LjRJ = -0.15) a buckling bifurcation is experienced. For the same cases,
following the increase of the compressive edge load beyond the buckling bifurcation, a
snap-through buckling is manifested. Based on these results one can conclude that for
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edges.

sandwich structures, the ones featuring a negative Gaussian curvature are more prone to
the snapping phenomenon than their counterparts featuring a positive Gaussian curvature.

The same trend is also highlighted in Figs 9 and 10 where the considered structures
feature negative Gaussian curvatures. From these plots it becomes apparent that for the
same structure, for a specific pressure (Fig. 9), and a geometric imperfection amplitude
(Fig. 10) one gets a buckling bifurcation, followed, with the increase of the compressive
edge load, by the snapping phenomenon. Based on these findings one can conclude that
for a panel of given negative Gaussian curvature there is a single pressure and geometric
imperfection, or combination of both, for which buckling bifurcation, followed by the
snapping phenomenon can occur. However, as Fig. 11 reveals, a sandwich circular cyl­
indrical shell can also experience a mild snap-through buckling. A similar conclusion was
conjectured by Fulton (1961).

In Figures 12 and 13 the case of a geometrically-perfect doubly-curved panel featuring
positive and negative Gaussian curvatures is considered. One assumes that the panel belongs
to the Type (ii) and is subjected to the uniaxially compressive edge load rise. The figures
show that the increase of the orthotropy ratio of the faces (measured in terms of the ratio
EllE2), yields an increase of the load carrying capacity of the panel. Compared with the
panel counterpart featuring freely movable edges, the results (not displayed here), reveal
that in the case of immovable edges the panel displays an increased load carrying capacity.

Moreover, a comparison with the results displayed in Fig. 7 where the faces are
characterized by EdE2 = 1, and where for LIR l = -0.15, a snap-through buckling occurs,
in the present case, due to the relative large orthotropy ratio, an inhibition of the intensity
of the snapping phenomenon is manifested.

It should also be stressed that in the case of immovable edges, in addition to the
primary branches, also secondary branches can occur. In the experimental work, a snap­
through from the primary to the secondary branches can be experienced. Such a trend was
illustrated in the inset of Fig. 14. Although the circular cylindrical panel features the largest
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load carrying capacity, the snap-through from the first to the second branches can occur,
in this case, at the lowest possible compressive edge load.

Although in this paper the equations incorporate also the dynamical effects, only the
statistical counterpart of these equations have been used. In spite of this, the full dynamical
equations enable one to study a problem of high importance, namely that of frequency­
load interaction. Such a study can be done along the lines pursued in a number of relevant
papers (see e.g. Librescu and Chang, 1992, 1993).
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9. CONCLUSIONS

A number of issues related to the postbuckling of flat and curved sandwich panels
have been examined and pertinent conclusions about the influence played in this respect by
a number of kinematical and physical parameters have been outlined. As an important
outcome of this study, the low intensity and even the absence, of both the snapping
phenomenon and sensitivity to initial geometric imperfections of the load carrying capacity
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of curved sandwich panels was revealed. It was also shown that in some very special
instances (e.g., of panels feature negative Gaussian curvatures), the snapping has a larger
probability to occur. The strong influence on the enhancement of the load carrying capacity
of panels played by the immovability of edges and the increase of the orthotropicity ratio
of facings was also highlighted.
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It is hoped that the results of this study will contribute to a better understanding and
design of sandwich structures subjected to complex loading conditions.
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APPENDIX I

Strain- Displacement Relationships

Bottom Facings

'K, 1 =-V311 (I!::;:2)

Core Layer

Top Facings
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APPENDIX 2

Expressions of the coefficients appearing in eqns (31), (32), (34) and (36)

- (A'IA,,-A;2)ic~
A 2 = -'-'-'---=----'-"'---"'-

32A"tt;

- (tt;/R, +ic~/R2)(A"A22A66-A66A;2)A
J

= _
Am"

In these expressions, 30m" and .1.m" are defined as follows:
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